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Derek begins this issue: 

Nigel will I know join me in 

wishing all of you a very 

Happy Christmas, and all the 

very best in health and 

happiness for the New Year. 

We can all only hope that the 

dreadful problems of the past 

eighteen months gradually go 

away and leave us more able 

to socialise and enjoy life, 

and our particular hobby, to 

the full again, though as I 

write this things are getting 

gloomier! 

Whilst issue 24 may not have 

any great significance to you, 

it does to us. As the last TBM 

in 2021, we have now been 

writing this magazine for four 

whole years. All back issues 

are available from me on 

request, but when I look back 

to issue 1 at six pages, I 

realise how far Nigel and I 

have come, with considerable 

input from so many of you. If 

you have been a contributor, 

then take a bow. If you 

haven't been yet, well what is 

stopping you? One of my 

greatest pleasures in 

gathering content together, is 

how one (often small) 

remark, email or photo 

triggers a whole chain - there 

are a couple of examples in 

this issue, so don't ever feel 

shy to send anything, 

however brief. Oh, and we 

are really proud of this 

particular issue and the range 

of the content - we both 

hope you find some time to 

enjoy it, and it ably illustrates 

my point. Nigel adds - On that 

topic next issue is #25 so if 

you’ve got anything to help 

us celebrate then please get 

it to us in plenty of time... 

History isn't always what you 

read, so I am going to right a 

wrong in the last issue. 

Referring to Peter Dobson's 

photo in black and white of 

the Archangel T&D No: 4, and 

using the text in his book, I 

wrote that it had 

Walschaerts' valve gear. 

Plainly it does not if I had also 

been looking at the photo (!), 

so I apologise for this. 

There is also another 

probable faux pas in 

Detective Derek. At least this 

shows us that some of you 

are paying close attention! 

Some people are totally 

uninterested in history, be it 

of the country, their own 

family, or any part of the 

world around them. We feel 

that it is important and 

should be available to anyone 

who wants to find out about 

it, so in our own niche hobby 

Nigel and I will try to do our 

very best to record it, and 

thus pay homage to our 

forefathers who got the ball 

rolling.  

Welcome to Issue Twenty Four 
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Copyright on all 

materials in this 

newsletter remains 

vested in the authors 

and editor.  

Reproduction of the 

whole or any part is 

forbidden without 

relevant permissions. 

Cover shot; David 

Taylor’s beautiful 

Walker railcar - ready 

for call up on Santa 

duties? 
GVTeaser 

One man owns these 
three GVT tram locos, and 
they are all very different. 
All will be revealed, in 
issue #25.  For the Sher-
lock Holmes aficionados 
you can send in your 
guesses now. 



P A G E  3  I S S U E  2 4  N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

 

 

IT'S ALL 

THERE IN 

BLACK AND 

WHITE 

Derek writes:  

I make no apologies for 

continuing along the Irish theme. 

These railways were in many 

cases dramatic in the extreme, 

and their total loss was a tragedy. 

There are some attempts at 

recreation, but after you read the 

following, drawn in its entirety 

from the late Peter Dobson's 

book and with his enduring 

permission, I hope you will 

understand the passion that 

many have for these lost lines. 

The photo is Peter's, but the 

builder of the loco is again 

Stewart Browne of Archangel 

models, and it highlights the 

range of prototypes that he 

modelled. 

The 3' gauge Londonderry & 

Lough Swilly Railway went in for 

powerful locos. No.10 was one of 

eight 4-6-2 tank engines built for 

the line by three different 

manufacturers. The first four, 

L&LSWR Nos. 5-8, were supplied 

by Hudswell Clarke of Leeds in 

1899. Two very similar engines, 

nos. 9 and 10 came from Kerr 

Stuart's California Works, Stoke 

on Trent, in 1904, and 13 and 14, 

the final pair, were built by 

Hawthorn Leslie in 1910, and 

differed considerably from the 

earlier engines. In between the 

first and second batches of 

'Pacific' tanks, the Swilly ordered 

four 30ton 4-6-0 tanks from 

Andrew Barclay. By the standards 

of narrow gauge concerns in 

Wales and England, these tank 

engines were super power, but in 

1905 the railway took delivery of 

two 58 ton 4-8-0 tender engines 

from Hudswell Clarke, and seven 

years later topped up its stock of 

massive motive power with two 

huge 4-8-4 tank engines, also 

from Hudswell Clarke, which 

were the most powerful narrow 

gauge engines in the British Isles. 

In all the Swilly operated over 

ninety-nine route miles of 

railway, but it was the fifty mile 

long Letterkenny and Burtonport 

extension that was the reason 

behind the company's 'big 
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HERITAGE IS ALL 

HOT AIR 
Well, to me (Derek), it does 
anyway. I am often asked as to 
what heritage is. The following is 
the best way I can find to 
illustrate what it means to so 
many of us, and I make no 
apologies for including something 
non-railway to make my point. 

In 1988 I was one of the founding 
members of the Oswestry 
Ballooning Club, and also joined 
into a small syndicate who bought 
the balloon you can see here from 
Thunder & Colt, then one of two 
major manufacturers based in 
Oswestry with the other being Per 
Lindstrand. I part owned it for 
some five years, and not only flew 
it from Aviemore over the 
Cairngorms (hairy!), but also at 
Berne in Switzerland as one of 
two crews invited over from the 
UK. Events with my business, not 
the least being no time to get 
away, meant that I dropped out 
around 1992, and since then 
managed to lose contact with 
most of the original group and 
club members. 

 

The Club continues to this day, 
and one of the younger, newer 
members came across a lapel 
badge, which we had all 
commissioned back then, and on 
which was the registration of this 
balloon. He decided to contact 
the CAA where their register of 
aircraft showed it to now be 
owned by a gentleman in 
Stowmarket. A contact phone call 
yielded the information that the 
balloon had sat in its bag for 
fifteen years in the back of his 
garage, and if anyone cared to 
collect it they could have it. It 
would never fly again as the 
fabric is very degraded. 

So it came about that the club 
arranged to inflate it recently, 
and invite as many of the 
original group as possible to 
come along. I stood there with 
people I had not seen for close 
on 30 years, and time rolled 
back. We shared again that 
friendship that had united us in 
the first place, watched with 
great affection as our old 
friend stood proudly in front of 
us, and answered so many 
questions about our exploits 
from the new generation, 
mostly much younger, of the 

Club as it is today. We also 
learned from them all about the 
hobby and the balloons as they 
are today. 

THAT is heritage. The product, the 
people and the shared knowledge 
and friendship. It is as true in 
16mm ng modelling as it is with 
the balloon, and that is why I and 
Nigel are so determined to leave 
the history of the early people in 
the hobby, and their 
achievements, accessible for the 
pleasure of generations to come. 

 engine' policy. The three hour 

journey, on a steeply graded line 

across wild country exposed to the 

Atlantic gales, called for locomotives 

with reserves of power, able to carry 

large quantities of fuel and water. 

The County Donegal route miles 

were less exacting, although it was in 

fact a bigger railway, and they 

rubbed along with comparatively 

modest 4-6-0, 4-6-4 and 2-6-4 tank 

engines. Available for either gauge, 

No.10 is an internally meths fired 

burner with a multi tube boiler filled 

by a hand pump in a side tank. The 

two cylinders have slide valves 

actuated by slip eccentric valve gear, 

and the chassis is fully sprung. It is 

fitted with a displacement lubricator. 

Boiler pressure is 75psi, and it needs 

curves with a minimum 6' radius. The 

model was not suitable for radio 

control. Cost in 1985 was £1,100. 

Does anyone have this model, or 

similar, or know of the 

whereabouts? Whilst on this subject, 

a few years ago now I had contact 

with a gentleman in Northern 

Ireland, who memory says told me 

that he knew someone who had a 

model of the 4-8-4 mentioned 

earlier, again made by Stewart. Sadly 

that contact has faded, and I cannot 

remember his name so am not able 

to pursue this chain. Can you help?  



Sales, Wants & Solds 
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Sales successes: 

Before I delve into those, occasionally the following 
happens: Someone has a model that they haven't 
run for ages, and that they think they will dispose of 
as it is not one of their favourites. They get it out, 
fettle it to be sure that it is running perfectly, take 
some photos and then suddenly remember why they 
bought it in the first place, and decide to keep it! This 
has happened with two of the locos offered recently 
- the Pearse Colorado and the Locomotion 
Metrovick. I have no problem with this, but am sorry 
for those who were interested. 

Now the actual sales. We've done really well with 
these.  

We placed a Steamlines Shay without even 
advertising it, for £900.  

The gentleman wanting the Hunslet Wagon Master 
now proudly owns one thanks to a response to the 
request in TBM. 

The Roundhouse Tom Rolt moved for £2,000 to 
someone whose want for the model had been 
running in TBM for some time, so he was very happy. 

The Mike Lax Sir Haydn sold for £3,000 after quite a 
lot of interest. The new owner also bought the rake 
of six Talyllyn coaches for £600 after strong bidding, 
which reflected their quality and actually, if you 
added up kit prices for the same models, it came to 
around £430 so this was well in line. 

The Peter Angus Shay found a new home for £2,500. 
The Beck 0-6-2 locomotive parts sold for £250. 

We found a new home for the Cheddar Hercules at 
£1,325. Ironically, the new owner asked us to move 
his original model (which we did), as with all three 
drivers flanged it would not go round his curves. 
With this model having flangeless centres, and him 
relaying his line and also regretting the original sale, 
this was a worthwhile match. 

FOR SALE. 

Now here's something to fill one person's stocking! 
We knew about this loco a while ago, and a few of 
those in the know had a good look. Essentially it is an 
Archangel L&B Manning Wardle, but a previous 
owner has modified it quite a bit. One person said 
that essentially all that was good of Stewart's was 
kept, and the rest changed. It is manual, and has 
been converted to gas firing. Finished in L&B green 
with white trim lining. I have a raft of photos, 
including in cab where you can see the gas tank (well 
fitted). The loco has not seen that much use in recent 
years, goes and pulls well, and is only 

being sold because of the arrival of an Accucraft version. If 
you are interested, I will forward the other photos. Offers 
invited. 

 

Prince of Wales. Remember this little cobby 0-4-0 loco? It 
seems to be at the very least a copy of Fred Freeman's 
designs, being single inside cylinder, meths fired, but we 
have no definite proof. there was interest, and we steamed 
it. It ran well but lacked a little power. As I write it is now 
being overhauled, and there is no reason to think other than 
that it will return to good health. If you are interested in 
something that is not run of the mill, and in the grand 
scheme of things not that dear, then make me an offer. 

 

A large quantity of assorted 16mm magazines, covering 1980
-1990 Merlin’s Messenger, Merlin’s Advocate, Live Steam 
Model Railways, Steam lines, Tom Coopers Garden Railway 
World, Garden Rail #1—#296 (that’s a lot of reading there) . 
Offers please.  Contact Derek for full list 

Two books - both Garden Rail publications with Tag Gorton 
as the author. Steam in your Garden, and Steaming in your 
Garden. Both in excellent condition and open to offers. 

26 x 12" lengths of new Mamod straight track, in original 
boxes, together with four lengths minus locking tags, and 
three shorter lengths. Nominally 30ft. in all. Offers please. 
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The rest of the sales items that appeared in TBM21, including 
the SL1 Mamod tram loco and the Roundhouse Pooter, are 
still available, so please refer back.  However, we have 
decided to price a lot of items to help you come to a decision, 
and you are still welcome to come back with an alternative 
bid if you want to. 

IP Jessie £150. 

TRAM LOCO PROJECT. £200 

ROLLING ROAD. £15 

TRACK BUNDLES. There are now four bundles, the other two 
being shorter lengths. We have established however, that it is 
all Tenmille plastic sleepered, so it is offered as one lot for £50 
plus carriage, or collect from Shropshire. 

3 TALYLLYN COACHES. £100 the rake. 

TALYLLYN STANTON COACH. With five passengers worth easily 
£50. Metal bogies. 

WORKMANS 4 WHEEL OPEN COACHES. £20 each. 

BOGIE WORKMANS COACH. This is riding on Brandbright 
compensated bogies, and has passengers. £40 

7mm cattle wagon. ???? 

Two open wagons £15 each. 

The Mike Beeson 4 wheelers are still for sale, See TBM21 - 
Detective Derek. 

From TBM 23 te rake of L&B coaches, the L&B goods wagons, 
and the IoM 4 wheelers are still available 

The list of books in TBM22 are all still available. 

Details and photos available. We understand that the two 
DeWinton style locos and the Bachmann Shay from TBM20 
are also still available. 

If you have not kept the earlier issues of TBM, you can access 
them via the Shropshire Group website. Google in Salop 
16mm, and our thanks to Mike Wakefield for continuing to do 
this for us. 

WANTED (Nigel comments, I love writing this list each edition. 
I find it makes fascinating reading in it’s own right - just 
reading what other modellers/collectors are interested in) 

A gentleman with a nice collection of gas fired locos, cannot 
help but keep thinking that he would like to have a go with 
one that is coal fired. No specific model, but just one that 
won't defeat him at the first few attempts.  Do you have 
something suitable? 

Any Peter Angus geared locomotive. 

Linda, in Festiniog Railway guise, and must be gas fired but 
not a Roundhouse version. 

Another Linda. This can be any manufacturer, any 
specification, and needing work is not a problem. 

Yes, after selling the one advertised, we now have another 
request for a Wrightscale Tattoo, with either export or 
contractors' cab. 

An Accucraft open sheep wagon, either W&Ll or GW lettering, 
but with 32mm wheelsets. 

An Archangel VoR 2-6-2T loco, to the original body shape. 
Whatever form of firing will be acceptable.   

… then the original list… 

Wrightscale WD Baldwin. 

John Milner's book, 'Rails to Glyn Ceiriog Part 2'.  

Tom Cooper magazines - if you have any please get in touch. 

The Merlin Monarch brass dome that fits over the safety 
valve.  

In the mid '90s IP Engineering made some four wheel coach 
kits with milled sides and a tumblehome as opposed to their 
newer versions. I have someone who wants to buy some - 
preferably unstarted but complete models would be 
considered if their condition is reasonable. 

A Roundhouse Bertie or Katie, preferably red. 

A Roundhouse/Brandbright Fiji Fowler (Photo 
Bayfieldslightrailway) 

A NGG11 from Peter Angus/Mike Lax 

Tom Cooper Huddy Hunslet, similar to the one below 



A Brandbright GS2 Goods Van kits, unmade. 

Any discarded Beck loco components - non-running locos 
etc. 

A Finescale Hunslet. 

A David Hick L&B - in any condition. 

A Phil Flint L&B Lew - in any condition (photo from Steve 
Herring) 

A Mike Beeson L&B - in any condition 

Dead or Alive - Any L&B loco, by any heritage 
manufacturer. Gas or meths firing, age immaterial, happy 
to take on any mechanical or cosmetic work being needed. 

A David Hick loco, preferably a Peckett  

A John Turner Quarry Hunslet. 

2 x Blanche in Black with Penrhyn lining. 

An Outline 7/8ths. scale Simplex 

A Roundhouse Carrie with Hackworth valve gear. R/C 
preferred. Or DJB Robert, which is believed to have utilised 
the last of the RH Carrie chassis? 

A John Brittain coal fired NGG16 Garratt, similar to this one 
of Johns models shown below - but acknowledging that 
John builds to spec for individual customers requirements 
and no two are the same. 

An Accucraft NG15, two requests  or NGG16 Garratt 

Any Hugh Saunders loco. 

A Hunslet Jack in 7/8ths. Could be Harvey Watkins, Wilson 
Locomotives or w.h.y.  

A coal fired Wilson Locomotives model. 

Exotic/old school/quirky locos and rolling stock to appease 
previous 16mm memories. 

Mike Beeson L&B coaches 

Archangel Snowdon Ranger/Moel Tryfan 

Brandbright/Roundhouse Coffee Pot, with or without roof. 

A Harvey Watkins Darjeeling B class loco 

Cuckoo's Nest Katie.   

David Taylor Steamcraft double fairlie, American outline 
but also confusingly named Mountaineer.  

Any small and interesting steam loco (restricted radius on 
the line it is wanted for ). 

Tom Cooper Mini Mule. 

Merlin Little Wonder 

Tom Cooper Steamlines Rheidol.  Makes a change from the 
Archangel versions, but the owner just loves the model as 
is.  

Archangel Rheidol, must be sound and in good running 
condition, similar to the one caught on camera by Keith 
Skillicorn below 

Archangel Brick - any cab profile. (photo from Marc 
Horovitz) 

Tolhurst Model Engineers Vale of Rheidol Swindon built 
3rd. class carriage in crimson and cream, in v.g.c. 

Perfect World/Trenarren Models station lamp(s). 

If you are minded to thin down your collection, then 
consider using Throwback Modeller. There are no auction 
site charges, no costs for money transactions, and no 
advertising costs. You get what the market is prepared to 
pay, as opposed to finding out later that you could have 
sold for more. So, if you have any of the model described 
above to sell, then please contact me.  Thanks Derek 
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EBAY WATCH, ADVERTS & WEBSITES, Maxitrak have been advertising a 16mm Merlin loco. It is worth 
mentioning that it is not 16mm, nor of Merlin manufacture. Tom Cooper, after having left Merlin, set up 
in the early '90s as Steamlines in Oswestry. Having invested heavily in a computer controlled milling 
machine, this loco was designed for manufacture with this, and to a larger scale of nominally 7/8ths., 
and was one of three variations.  A fuller account has appeared in earlier TBM's. 

An Accucraft Superior is listed as I write, for a buy it now of £1,295 with 44 watching. 

A scratch-built steam tram and trailer car, live steam oscillator, very boxy and of no prototype was listed 
for £650, and is now at £550. I love trams, but maybe not this one? 

A battery 0-4-0 saddle tank, with slight Kerr Stuart overtones and needing repair or for spares had ten 
bids up to £66. 

Scratchbuilt Leek & Manifold 2-6-4 in red had fifteen bids and sold for £256.09 

Surprise No: 1. A Brandbright Peldon, well thought of and Nigel is a fan of this model, had 43 bids and 
sold for £679.89. I would never have predicted that, proving either that I know very little or people will 

go to great lengths to get something worthwhile. 

A battery version of Ffestiniog Linda in blue had fifteen bids up to £432. 

Surprise no:2. A JD Models GVT battery tram Glyn in green, looking well in the photos, had 25 bids up to £621.09 

A battery L&B Taw lookalike had 16 bids and went for £460 

A Lindale Caledonia in brass, (not John Turner as advertised) but with replacement wheels was listed at £450, but I am 
not sure that it sold? 

Donkey/nee Cromwell is a GVT style steam tram that has graced the pages of TBM before, though not originally for 
sale. Well, you can now  buy it for £470 if you are minded. 

A Roundhouse Old Colonial is also for sale. It is yellow, and looks very reasonable from the photos. Buy it now for £980 
which I suppose is around the top end of current expectations. 

Finally, surprise no:3, and the biggest. A mint and hardly steamed Roundhouse Lynton & Barnstaple Exe finally sold, 
after fourteen bids took it to £2550 - well above my predictions. 

It is worth just reiterating from the above that it is almost impossible to know how much a heritage model will sell for. 
It is why Nigel and I are adamant that we need to auction items from deceased assets, as this is the only way to realise 
the best for the dependants. We also, unlike elsewhere, take no commissions or charges in any form for doing this.  

Derek writes: 

Welshpool & Llanfair Narrow Gauge 
railway 1950's: This is footage of 
running through the streets as well as 
over the length of the line as it is now. 
It gives a good insight into how the line 
used to look before preservation. 

 

Narrow Gauge Steam Trains in South 
Australia 1968-1970: This should 
appeal to all Garratt fans, as well as 
anyone who likes large tender ng locos. 
Period colour film, but the music may 
not be to everyone's taste?! 

 

Garden Railways - ALL the garden 
railways featured in the series: This is 

Mark Found's round up of a whole host 
of lines of various gauges, from 00 
through 16mm, Gauge 1 and upwards 
to ride on, which he made when 
researching for his TV programme and 
which were under the banner of the 
Railway Channel. The ride on range 
from 5" to Bob Symes' wonderful 10 
1/4", running alongside his gauge 1 
line. If you hang in to near the end (or 
go there straight away) you will find a 
piece by Dave Pinniger on his line, with 
him running his coal fired Darj. B for 
some of the time. 

 

The Line That Refused to Die (first 
shown Jan 3rd 1980): Bob Symes 
appears again in this, narrating as only 
he could.  It is a wonderful look at the 

Festiniog in earlier times, and includes 
a tour of Portmeirion, the Italianate 
village close to Minfford. 

There are a couple of other clips which 
form part of articles in this issue, and 
appear within the text. Do please watch 
them.  

YouTube 



P A G E  9  I S S U E  2 4  N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

 

 

MORE ON IRISH N.G. 

MODELLING 
David Taylor has graced these pages before with his 

excellent modelling of the Irish ng scene, and 

continues with this:  

The CDR railcar is from John Campbell and there is 

a bit of a story to it. About two years ago I 

reckoned some passenger accommodation might 

be handy on the garden line. I had looked at the 

Accucraft CDR/IOM railcars. These models of the 

last CDR railcars are quite impressive but really 

much too long for my tight curves. The original 

Clogher Valley/CDR No.10 railcar looked much 

more the part due to its shorter length. It had 

always appealed to me, Brandbright featured a kit 

in their catalogue. Their No.12 catalogue (April 

2002) mentions a resin body as part of the 

specification. Were any Brandbright railcar kits 

actually made? Attached is a scan of the page in the 

catalogue. I was aware John Campbell had 

produced a kit at some stage so I asked if it was still 

available. In essence a full kit was no longer 

available but John was contemplating parting with 

his own original prototype railcar. It is a veteran of 

various shows including trips to Ireland. I decided 

to buy this railcar rather than build one myself from 

the limited parts still available. Before arriving in 

Lancashire it was fitted with Fosworks radio 

control. The Campbell railcar is at least 20 years 

old.  It is mostly etched brass with cast and resin 

detail parts, originally marketed as a kit through 

Back 2 Bay 6. As with all kits there is a chance some 

are still waiting to be built. There is full interior 

detail with glass for the windows. In its previous 

working life it has acquired a patina with the odd 

scrape or two, I will keep it this way with 

retouching of the paint limited to carefully covering 

any exposed bare metal. Since arrival the only 

changes have been to change the chain itself on the 

front safety chains and to fit an Accucraft chopper 

coupling at the rear. This coupling is set to a lower 

than scale height to match the T&D and West Clare 

wagons and vans and is mounted on a hinged link 

in order to negotiate the curves with a couple of 

wagons in tow. 

The CDR railcar provides an easy train to run at 

short notice for our younger train crew though they 

have readily noted a turntable is now required, just 

like the real thing. If you want a quick glimpse of 

this model running, then go onto You Tube and put 

in 15mm steam on the Barnesmore Gap County 

Donegal 

Turning towards Dingle. My T&D goods stock build 
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 is almost complete. A cattle train 

comprising a single Hunslet, open 

wagons for coal if required, open 

and closed cattle wagons, vans 

(vented and plain) and a bogie 

brake can be mustered. There is 

another bogie brake kit to be 

built, this will be modified to look 

like 13T on page 69 of Dave 

Rowlands Bradford Barton T&D 

book. 

On completion this will allow a 

non-prototype train of three 

bogie brake vans to be run. The 

third van being the late Matthew 

Labine's C&L model. Now 

residing in 

Lancashire this 

van has 

crossed the 

Atlantic, in the 

opposite 

direction to 

one of the 

prototypes. 

The attached 

pictures show 

Matthew's van 

as it is today, a 

few details 

have been 

added by myself and the body now sits lower on the bogies. This 

van still appears in one 

of Matthew's You Tube 

videos with his 

Archangel Lady Edith. 

https://

www.youtube.com/

watch?

v=NWw_Cks37SE 

I still consider that one 

book that should also 

grace everyone's 

shelves is Ivo Peters 

'Narrow Gauge Charm 

of Yesterday' 1976 ISBN 

0 902888 65 X.  
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Derek writes: This follows on 
from the Electric Avenue piece 
in the last issue of TBM, which 
covered the Perfect World 
Raven battery steam outline 
loco, as well as showing a 
Rheidol version that Chris 
Tilley had just obtained. Well, 
here is the follow up.  

Chris writes that he got the 
Rheidol, which was still in its 
original box and came from 
the s/h stand at the Exeter 

Show, from a local group 
member, as he was at the 
time building the Yatton 
Models P&H coach kit. The 
electrics needed some 
repairs. He got Terry 
Bowden to 3D print him a 
balloon stack, and Endon 
Transfers did him the 
lining and name transfers. 
He treated the loco to a 
black repaint. 

In doing this conversion, 
Chris contacted Brian 
Birkett, the owner of 

Perfect World Models and he 
very kindly responded with the 
following information: 

I would think it was about 
twenty years ago that I ceased 
Rheidol production, after 
starting it in 1991. I made 
around 30 locos in the Bagnall 
2-4-0 configuration. Most of 
them were finished in black, 
with the wooden cab back, 
and a very few were in the 
original 'Treze de Maio' 
configuration (some 3 or 4) in 
Brooklands Green with metal 
rails on the bunker. Some 
were also freelance 
combinations as requested by 
the customer. The original 
drawings came from 'The 
Narrow Gauge No: 132', 
produced by the Narrow 
Gauge Railway Society and 
were of the loco as built in 
1897.  

For a short time, say five years, 
the loco was made as an open 
back 0-4-0, as a fairly low cost 
on/off and reverse model. It 
was produced in Green, 
Burgundy and Electric Blue to 
run with our Mamod style 
'Woodpecker' coaches 
produced at that time. It ran 
with the same Perfect World 
power chassis as the Rheidol. 

Finally the 'Raven' 0-4-0 was 
produced for around another 
6-8 years, mainly in black but 

Electric Avenue 



P A G E  1 2  I S S U E  2 4  N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

 

 also in owner's own livery, and 
always with a wooden cab back, 
speed control and optional r/c if 
required. At this point the loco 
used an Essel Engineering chassis. 
I still have the original moulds for 
casting if anyone wants to take it 
on. 

Mark Weber also got in touch, 
and sent a photo of the Rheidol 

his son bought from the M2M 
stand at Peterborough in 2013. 
This appears to be in the Treze 
de Maio configuration. It came 
with a lead acid battery and 
27Mhz radio control. Mark 
regeared it at 40:1, installed a 
NiMH battery pack, and Deltang 
RC. He made up a brass strut to 
reinforce the footplate in front 
of the smokebox, which runs 
from the chassis up over the 
pony truck. He also made new 
coupling and connecting rods 
from Peco rail. Whilst slow, the 
loco is powerful enough to 
recover a live steamer. 

Derek finishes up by adding in 
two photos of a Perfect World 

railcar that was available around 
the same time, and which is now 
part of my own collection. Drive 
is via the front wheels, with a 
small electric motor mounted 
vertically under the bonnet, and 
the worm engaging directly onto 
the gearwheel on the axle. This 
explains the large diameter front 
wheels, to keep the speed right.  
It has a certain charm and to me 
harks back to the old Model T 
style of railcars. In my case it runs 
with a varnished trailer coach 
which it happily pulls.  

This concludes our Perfect World 
Electric Avenue trip down 
Memory Lane. 
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Derek writes: This has been 

a delight for me as the piece 

has progressed. It all started 

thanks to Gary Newton, who 

lives in Australia, and who 

kindly posted me a copy of 

'Rails in the Garden' 

magazine, vol:26 issue 2 of 

this year. Right at the very 

end I came across an article 

that intrigued me, and set 

me off on this trail that has 

involved a few people, but I 

will now go back to the very 

beginning of this piece of 

history. 

To avoid individually 

captioning a variety of 

photos and notes, my thanks 

to Gary Newton for starting 

the process, Brian Hardy 

(owner of Ventnor 2), Russell 

Malley (who wrote the 

second article) Rob Bennett 

(for being the man who 

thought of it all in the first 

place and built Ventnor 1), 

and who also sent me the 

photos of it and the 

exquisite carriage, Ian 

Folland who owned No: 1 for 

a time and sent some photos 

of which the one here shows 

the model as bought from 

Rob, and Tony Willmore of 

Rhos Helyg Locomotive 

Works who restored No: 1 in 

Seeing 

double at 

the seaside 
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 2016 and supplied the photo of 

it ex works. Dave Pinniger 

supplied the photo of Rob 

running Ventnor on his line, 

and also the one of part of the 

Stately Manor layout, thought 

to be at Llanfair in 2009. Steve 

Milner also now has the coach 

on long term loan and helped 

with the photos of it. If you get 

confused with any of the loco 

photos, Ventnor 1 nameplates 

are Ventnor & Shanklin Coastal 

Railway, and Ventnor 2 are 

Phillip Island Coastal Railway. 

Rob Bennett of Busy Bodies 

fame also built some very 

interesting and often slightly 

whimsical models, as well as 

being involved with such as 

Indian Hills layout, and making 

his own which was named 

Stately Manor. So: 

Rob begins when he was on 

holiday in the Isle of Wight 

years ago. Staying near to, and 

walking along the route of the 

Ventnor to Shanklin Coastal 

Railway whilst visiting relations, 

he went to look at some 

undercliff botanical gardens, 

only to 

discover 

that there 

used to be 

hospital 

there for TB 

patients. A 

postcard 

shows the 

original 

building. 

Arthur Hall 

Hassall was a tuberculosis 

sufferer and moved to the Isle 

of Wight in 1869. His 

experience of the climate of 

the Undercliff meant that he 

established a sanitorium east of 

Ventnor initially called the 

National Cottage Hospital for 

Consumption and Diseases of 

the Chest. It closed in 1964, 

and was demolished in 1969, 

and the grounds were 

redeveloped as the 22 acre 

Ventnor Botanical Gardens. 

This all set Rob's imagination in 

gear, and he came up with the 

idea of a small narrow gauge 

railway having been built, that 

supplied coal and goods to this 

hospital and also did trips out 

for the bedridden patients 

using special wagons, along the 

coast for their rehabilitation. 
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Ultimately he had the idea of 

creating a layout on this theme, 

but that never came to fruition. 

Rob came by an elderly 

Roundhouse Dylan, 0-6-0 as 

opposed to the earlier 0-4-0, 

but still meths fired, and set 

about transforming it into what 

you see here. It had a chuffer, 

and the bodywork was 

influenced by the Kerr Stuart 

Tattoo class. 

It is to 7/8ths. scale. However, 

Rob sold the loco to Ian Folland 

in 2012, for him to run on his 

North Hampshire Minerals and 

Forestry line in Binley Hants. 

Ian worked largely abroad, and 

moved house more than once, 

so did not have a garden line, 

but started converting 

everything to 45mm gauge. In 

2016 he sent Ventnor 1 to Tony 

Willmore for overhaul and 

conversion to dual gauge which 

he duly did. Work and no 

leisure time finally convinced 

Ian to sell the 

loco via eBay, 

something he 

very much 

regrets these 

days. Do you 

know where it 

is now? 

Now we come 

to the carriage. 

This is Rob's 

imagination at 

full speed, and 

the end result is 

utterly 

delightful. I will 

admit a love of the tea urn! 

So now we move to Ventnor 2, 

and the story as related by 

Brian Hardy. 

Rob Bennett's 'Ventnor' was 

the engine that got me hooked 

on 7/8ths. There was just 

something about it. For me it 

was the embodiment of the 

excitement and creativity that 

seemed to flourish in those 

early days of this scale. Over 

the years I have gradually 

collected a fleet of 7/8ths. 

locos, but there was always a 

void in my roster that only a 

Ventnor could ever fill. 

Back in August 2016, my 

excitement level peaked when 

the original Ventnor came up 
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for sale on eBay. 

Unfortunately due to my 

being located in Australia, 

this auction finished at 01.30 

am in my time zone. I 

managed to fall asleep 

around 30 minutes before it 

closed, and got outbid! 

This was a major blow, but it 

led to my decision to try to 

build one. Rob had provided 

a detailed photographic 

record of his construction on 

the 7/8ths lounge which I 

studied intently. I had 

quickly collected the bling 

pieces that Rob had used 

from Si Harris of Model 

Earth, but it turned out to be 

impossible to source a meths 

fired 0-6-0 Dylan So progress 

stalled and my box labelled 

Ventnor bits gathered dust 

on the shelf. 

My hunt went on 

sporadically over the next 

four years. I managed to 

turn up a couple of 0-4-0 

Dylans, but no six wheeler 

versions. In late 2020 my 

luck finally changed when a 

16mm Association Bulletin 

hit my desk with a meths 

fired Dylan 0-6-0 in the For 

Sale section. 

The seller was located in the 

UK, not far from where Si 

lives, and he kindly 

undertook to check it out for 

me. It passed with flying 

colours and was soon 

winging its way down under. 

Its arrival however 

presented me with a bit of 

an ethical problem. It was, in 

truth, a running example of 

an early Roundhouse engine 

in beautiful condition and 

here I was planning to take a 

Dremel to it!  

So I decided to run the Dylan 

as is for a couple of months 

while I pondered. Eventually 

I decided that if I achieved a 

a good Ventnor replica at 

the end, then it was an 

acceptable sacrifice. I took 

out some insurance on 

achieving a good outcome 

by persuading my friend 

Russell to do the complex 

platework, as well as the 

paintwork.  

Fast forward four months, 

and we had the first run of 

our Antipodean Ventnor. It 

differs slightly from the 

original, in that I have 

replaced the chimney with 

an Accucraft Bagnall one, 

after fitting that loco with a 

DJB version. I also quite liked 

the original Dylan smokebox 
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so kept that. Otherwise, I tried 

to stick close to Rob's original. 

Apart from a tendency to spray 

oily water over its paintwork, it 

ran flawlessly on its first outing. 

The second run however, was a 

very different story, through no 

fault of the engine. It was 

entirely operator induced 

failure. With an open meths 

tank filler, and a water 

filler capability, I was 

having a great time 

and had run for some 

35 minutes topping 

both up regularly 

when I noticed that 

the solder around the 

base of the dummy 

water filler on the 

saddle tank was 

starting to bubble 

under the paintwork. I 

was racing to catch up with the 

loco when both sides of the 

saddle tank opened like a bird 

spreading its wings! Disaster! 

I contacted Chris Bird 

(Summerlands) who offered 

many useful suggestions, not 

least to remember that this 

was a vintage engine and 

needed considerate running. I 

should also trim the wicks, and 

he had no problem with my 

idea of fixing insulating 

material along the undersides 

of the tanks. So, we resoldered 

the tanks, sanded and painted 

them and fitted the insulation I 

also took advantage of Chris's 

kind offer to design a chuff pipe 

to address the crud going up 

the chimney, and at that point 

we were ready to try run 

number three. 

However, at this point COVID 

struck and we went into 

lockdown, and to date Ventnor 

has not taken to the rails again.  

By the way, about 100 miles 

from where I live is Phillip 

Island, on which are both 

Ventnor and Cowes, so that is 

why my railway name, which I 

think is justifiable.  

To round off, Gary Newton has 

come back to me and 

suggested that I go on You 

Tube. Please do so if you are 

interested, and put in Gauge 1 

Live Steam April 2021 Graham 

Fordham, where you can 

immediately see Ventnor 

running beautifully. 
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Portland sky 
James Ritson wrote to share 

these two fantastic 

photographs capturing; 

1. A wonderful Manning 

Wardle (ever conscious of 

the Tram:L&B ratio). 

2. A nearly complete section 

of garden fence 

3. A wonderful sky full of  

autumn colours 
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Troubles 

with steam?  

Dave Pinniger writes that he was 
looking for some Jack Wheldon 
stuff and found this gem! It is a 
great example of Dave Rowland’s 
humour and cartoon skills. It was 
in Mole which I think was 
something Peter Jones did for a 
while. 

 

Burnt Fingers Derek writes: Just a small tip for something we have all experienced at one time 

or another.  Always carry in your tool box a pot of “Tiger Balm” or in some shops it is called “Oriental Balm”. For 
example it can be bought from the good old pound shop. It comes in very small pots but will last ages. Upon a burn 
happening rub a small amount on the affected part and you will find that it will take the pain away very quickly. The 
sort of burn we are talking about is one where the skin is not broken and is more like a scald. Bear in mind it can be 
also used in the kitchen when you experience that brush with a hot oven or whatever. Try it - you will not regret it, 
and if you don’t think that it is for you all you have spent is a pound. Personally I have yet to find anyone who has 
not found it effective.  

Leaky Clack. 
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Pinnigers 

Patch 
Spreading the Word on 16mm 

For once I was at a loss for a topic 

for Derek and Nigel until 

searching through some old 

photos for the piece on Charles 

Pooter I came across this bit of 

AVR ancient history. The year is 

1976 which some of you may 

remember as one of the hottest 

summers we had even before 

global warming was thought of. I 

was asked by my friends in the 

Marlow and Maidenhead Model 

Railway Club to give a 

demonstration at their Annual 

Exhibition in Court Garden 

Marlow of this new and eccentric 

branch of model railways called 

16mm steam in the garden.  

At that time Dave Rowlands and I 

were busy building rolling stock 

to run with our newly acquired 

Archangel live steam locos on his 

Alderbrook Valley Railway. On 

the table you can see some of the 

goods stock in the foreground 

and also some early AVR coaches 

with Dave’s Rheidol “Hazel” [TBM 

20] in the far distance. Nearer 

the front of the table is 

“Louisa” [TBM 23] at the head of 

a short train of Sedimentary Sand 

Gravel Company stock. In the 

centre is “Sydney” the modified 

Triang Big 

Big Train 

battery 

Ruston. 

Although 

somewhat 

crude by 

today’s 

standards, 

the stock 

was built 

to be 

robust and 

most of it 

is still 

around 

after 45 

years. 

Admittedly 

these days 

they are 

only used 

when we 

run the old 

pot 

1/ Demonstration table with the AVR stock [Photo by 

Cyril Davies] 

2/ Archangel “Princess 

Hester” and “Lucy” the 

Brick pulling the stock in 

service on Dave Row-

lands’ Alderbrook Valley 

Railway 
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boilers on our AVR Heritage 

Days.  

I am gluing the panel beading 

on the plywood body of a Glyn 

Valley Tramway open coach. 

This was finished and then 

painted and lettered and No 17 

entered service on the AVR the 

following week. You will see 

another half built GVT coach 

body at the far end of the table 

next to the 

Rheidol. This one, 

No 13, however, 

never got finished. 

The reason was 

that I got fed up with the 

tedious job of making 

the slatted seats for the 

first coach and baulked 

at making another set. 

30 years later I 

discovered the unfinished 

coach hidden away in a box in 

the garage. Having just 

acquired “Sir Theodore” a 

second-hand Gosling GVT 

tram, I needed some more 

GVT stock and so decided to 

finish coach 13, but with plain 

bench seats instead of the 

tedious slatted ones. Both are 

now in regular service, same 

start date, completion date 30 

years difference. Is this a 

record? 

3/ 30 years later, AVR herit-

age train with Lindale Caledo-

nia “Foxdale” on the Amble-

down Valley Railway 

4/ “Sydney” the Big Big Train 

Ruston back in service on the AVR 

after an overhaul in Cookham 

Works in 2011. 

5/ The two Glyn 

Valley coaches 17 

and 13 
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To fire or not 

to fire, that is 

the question. 

This article is on the various 

means at our disposal with the 

heating of the water in the boiler 

in our locos. I intend to cover the 

three main areas in as much they 

will be spirit or meths firing, gas 

firing, and coal firing. They will be 

general observations that may be 

of help. 

Firstly let us start off with the 

original means of firing when 

16mm first took off, and that is 

sprit or meths being used as a 

heat source. The first locos were 

what is known as a pot boiler, in 

that the boiler was heated from 

the underneath with lit meths or 

spirit. The spirit was supplied 

from a tank to the wicks in one of 

two ways. The first was through 

being totally enclosed from the 

tank to the wick which is 

reasonably safe, this requires no 

regulation. The second method is 

by what is known as a chicken 

feed, and this requires regulation. 

The flow of spirit is regulated by 

turning a valve on the spirit tank. 

Now this method can be tricky if 

the valve is opened too much, as 

the spirit will flow too fast and 

finish up on the track below the 

loco, which of course will then 

have been lit by the burner. The 

problem here is that if one is 

running in the open you cannot 

see the flames, and it would not 

be the first time that a loco has 

left a trail of fire down the track. 

Now for a few pointers when 

dealing with this form of firing. 

Firstly make certain that any 

syringes that are used for the 

filling of the spirit tank are clearly 

marked. Also make certain that 

the bottle with the spirit is also 

clearly marked - some spirits that 

are used are clear like water. 

There has been an occasion when 

someone filled the boiler with 

what they thought was water 

only to find that spirit had been 

used. Also when firing up make 

certain that the bottle is closed 

and well out of the way where it 

cannot be knocked over. The 

secret with chicken feed spirit 

burners in order to get the right 

flow is to do the following: Make 

certain the valve is closed on 

filling the tank, then when you 

are ready to light up, just barely 

crack the valve to let an 

extremely small amount of spirit 

flow, then close it off to allow the 

wicks to get wet. After this one 

can fire up and just barely open 

the valve again to allow a minute 

flow of spirit, as this will help 

prevent a flood under the engine.  

Experience will tell how much to 

allow to flow. This type of loco 

has an open housing with the 

burners beneath, and one way to 

light the wicks is pour an 

extremely small amount of sprit 

on top of the boiler and then light 

it and the action with take the 

flame below the boiler and light 

the wicks, but only a very small 

amount is needed! There are also 

internally fired meths locos which 

run on much the same principal 

as coal fired ones which I cover in 

the section on coal firing. 

Dealing with gas fired locos is a 

lot more simple but none the less 

there are a few pointers that 

should be recognised. Some of 

which may be quite obvious but 

can be easily forgotten. Firstly 

when loading the gas tank make 

certain that are no other locos 

running near you or anything that 

has a flame to it. The problem will 

be gas that has overflowed from 

your loading catching fire. For 

example make certain that on 

loading the tank there does not 

happen to be another loco 

passing at the time, or that there 

is another one that is close and 

the gas is lit on it. I say this from 

experience following loading my 

loco with gas next to what I 

thought was a dead loco at a 

show; only to find very quickly 

that it was a spirit fired loco that 

was already lit and unattended by 

the owner. If on steaming your 

loco you think that you are 

running out of gas, make certain 

that you turn off the valve on 

your loco before attempting to 

refuel; I have to admit that I have 

done this at a Show with 

spectacular results, so do avoid! 

On loading your gas tank, before 

lighting make a point of blowing 

round the loco to get rid of any 

gas lying around, and if your loco 

stops burning the gas, make it a 

habit that before attempting to 

relight you do the same thing. 

You can also get a bit more 

running time out of a loco, by 

recharging the gas supply when it 

comes up to pressure, but bear in 

mind that a lot of locos are 

designed to run out of gas at the 

same time as the water. 

Coal firing is more fundamental, 
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 this requires a bit of skill but it is 

not the black art that some 

people seem to think that it is. 

The basic problem is a balance 

between fire and water. The loco 

requires steam not only to drive 

it but at a certain stage requires 

it through a blower to create a 

draught for the fire. So if you put 

too much water in you will cool 

the water and lose your steam 

supply, but at the same time you 

have to keep a good fire going. 

Without a draught created by 

either a blower or from exhaust 

steam when the loco is running, 

the fire will die. On some models 

this will happen very quickly, 

others after a little while but die 

it will. I have had one coal fired 

loco that without any exhaust on 

the fire it would die in a second. 

Internally fired spirit locos run 

much the same way. Instead of 

having a fire box full of coal they 

have a sprit burner running on 

the same principal. One thing to 

look out for on them is if the 

blower is turned off, the loco not 

running, and there is still a flame 

one can get blow back which is a 

flame coming back through the 

fire box door. 

The previous is not a complete 

list of does and don’t but are 

merely a few pointers that may 

save you problems. 

Leaky Clack. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Derek starts: Pete Chandler is 

best known to me for taking 

videos of garden lines in the 

West Country, and providing the 

backing music that goes a long 

way to enhancing  

the pleasure of watching them. 

Just put his name into You Tube 

and a raft of clips will appear. 

What follows is one example of 

where a mention or suggestion 

sets me off on a path to much 

more. So, we will begin with 

Pete's original contact mail, and 

his open,astute and very 

personal letter to Dr. David 

Turner. 

Dear David Turner, 

I read news of your retirement 

from garden railway activity a 

few weeks ago via the eBay 

listings placed to sell off 

remaining items of your railway . 

This was news I read with 

sadness.  We never met but 

made brief contact some years 

ago through mutual swapping of 

materials and literature. 

However, if I've not 

misunderstood your thoughts, 

and I do apologise if I have, that a 

railway has to exist for a reason, 

then that thought would 

positively destroy my own belief 

in what a railway, either large or 

small, means to many of us who 

can't afford the real thing. The 

sounds, the smells, and the 

addictive atmosphere of power 

and purpose, but in miniature, is 

surely reason enough for its wide 

popularity. 

To my mind railways come in all 

sizes, and for all reasons. A '00' 

scale layout is very much a 

railway, even if the reason for it's 

being has nothing to do with any 

useful service to the public other 

than to amuse as either a basic 

toy, or a stunning museum 

quality example of intricate 

model engineering. Whatever the 

size or form, it's surely still a 

railway. 

Thanks for the memories 
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Along with, I'm certain, many 

others, I've very much enjoyed 

the videos I've seen of the Dingle 

Leigh Railway in operation, and 

the progress made through 

structuring the scenic content. 

I wish you a very 

happy retirement 

from the hobby, 

and hope I speak 

for many by 

saying that your 

presence and 

creation within 

our small, and 

sometimes 

private, world has 

given much 

delight. The 

enthusiasm you 

exhibited, and 

probably in so 

doing hopefully 

inspiring others 

to follow, has, in 

my own humble 

opinion, been an 

excellent reason 

for your railway's 

existence...if ever 

there really 

needed to be 

one. 

I wish you all the 

best for a long 

and happy 

retirement, 

Pete Chandler 

Derek continues: 

It is fair to say 

that I had no 

knowledge of 

either Dr. Turner, 

or his railway, but 

it set me off on a 

path to learn a bit 

more. Initially 16mm, he then 

moved up to 7/8ths scale, which 

remained the final incarnation. 

Anyone who knew either the man 

or the line commented to me on 

his remarkable collection of 

buildings, so I put Dingle Leigh 

Railway into You Tube, and lo and 

behold, there were a number of 

clips, largely credited to 

summerlandsteam, which is of 

course Chris Bird, and well up to 

his excellent standard of filming. 

Clips cover both gauge creations, 

and immediately you can see the 

reference to the buildings, which 

for a garden line are copious and 

very well detailed. On that basis, I 

contacted Chris who told me the 

following: 

Once Dr. David Turner had found 

garden railways he created an 

extensive 16mm universe in a 

corner of his large garden, and I 

would film there on my way to 

the 16mm AGM. Just about 

everything would go wrong - 

locos would sulk and perhaps his 

skill in modelling was not 

matched by his track laying (see 

films DW). We did manage some 

films though, despite technical 

problems, and always had great 

fun in the process. 

Then he got into 7/8ths., and sold 

or gave away his 16mm stuff. He 

built some epic new buildings and 

made some superb caricature 

figures to inhabit the new 

railway. And we managed to 

make a couple of films - "Hunslet 

'Jack' at the Dingle Leigh Railway" 

being my all time favourite. 

David has written a number of 

articles on his railway, and 

modelling, for Garden Rail 

magazine and also for the Garden 

Railway Club website, which are 

currently still available to read. 

Once the decision was made to 

close the railway, he quickly 

dismantled it and had no 

difficulty selling off his eclectic 
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mix of models and figures. He 

now concentrates on the rest of 

his large and productive garden, 

and is actively engaged in various 

musical interests. 

Derek continues: So now we 

come to the final link in this 

particular chain. Looking at the 

various clips, I settled on one 

titled The "Benbril Flyer" at the 

Dingle Leigh Railway for two 

reasons. Firstly, the still of the 

clip showed a Cain Howley 

concrete viaduct (I have one, that 

put me in hospital with a large 

hernia lifting it into place!), and 

secondly, on it the 'Flyer' was an 

elderly railcar, something you 

must have realised by now that I 

have an affection for. The text for 

this clip said that this railcar was 

built by Ron Grant, whom I 

correspond with on occasions. 

Asking Ron about it, he kindly 

sent me some b&w ex works 

photos. I really like this railcar, 

but Ron only built two and has no 

idea of the history of either, if 

anyone can help? Obviously one 

was at the Dingle Leigh for a 

period, but have you got it now? 

Ron also sent shots of a couple of 

his Omnimech electric chassis, 

the extended one being in the 

railcar. Dennis Beadle (who built 

in rolling stock in his own right 

under the brand Bedale), 

collaborated with Ron as well and 

made the bodies of 

the two railcars. 

Finally, for general 

interest Ron sent a 

photo of a point 

that he used to 

make in the early 

'80s. There were at 

that time no standards for wheel 

manufacture or check rails, with 

many resultant derailments so 

Ron built quite a few of these. 

Using Peco stainless steel rail, 

plastic sleeper strip and glue on 

chairs, and silver soldering where 

appropriate. Peco changed to 

nickel silver rail after a while 

which made life easier in making 

these. 

Finally, Chris Bird came back to 

me with some photos of the 

Benbril Flyer in the form it ran on 

the line. I have chosen one that 

best shows the extensive lineside 

features. He tells me that Rob 

Bennett had the railcar for a 

time, and it was he who added 

the figures and the adverts and 

some of the detailing as per the 

other photo. 

I love the pursuit with these type 

of chains, and there are more in 

this issue. 



P A G E  2 6  

LITTLE 

JEWELS 
This will hopefully become 

another series running through as 

many issues as we can find 

subjects for. You could actually 

view this as number two in this 

series, because Chris Dowlen's 

and Nigel's great piece in TBM23 

on Wrightscale Wrens should 

have started this off, except that 

when it came out I had yet to 

think of the idea! We will focus 

only on small and exquisite 

models, be they production runs 

or total one offs, so expect to find 

David Hick, Dave Shotter and 

Harvey Watkins appearing in 

future TBM's. Oh, and whatever 

you have sent in as well... 

 

So, here goes with what many 

heritage lovers will consider to be 

the most desirable, and for a 

production model one of the 

rarest, with only eight known 

examples to date. It is the The 

Prince/Princess as built by Robin 

Gosling of Gosling Locomotives, 

following the Festiniog locos in 

their original unmodified form. 

Robin was at one time in charge 

of the workshops of the Science 

Museum in London, and it is fair 

to say that his work was to an 

extremely high standard.  

Unfortunately this caused a very 

slow output of his models. 

Reputedly he was also not 

comfortable with batch 

manufacture, and in the case of 

these models they almost all 

have small differences from each 

other. 

The prototype was built in 1863, 

and along with five similar sister 

engines they handled all the 

traffic on the railway until the 

arrival of the first double fairlie. 

By the late 1880's 'Mountaineer' 

had been scrapped, and the 

other five extensively rebuilt into 

a form more readily recognisable 

nowadays. 

The example you see here is 

owned by Keith Skillicorn, who 

kindly provided the photographs 

and some of the detail. The 

model was only available for 

32mm gauge track.  

Mechanically, the loco has an 

internally meths fired 'Smithies' 

boiler with wet lag backhead. Not 

as per prototype, the water is 

carried in the tender, which has a 

hand pump installed. The meths 

tank is also found there, using a 

chicken feed supply system to 

feed the wicks. The loco has 

sprung axleboxes, and slip 

eccentrics operate small D slide 

valve cylinders.  Operating 

pressure is 60 psi. The wooden 

effect tender top is in fact 

perspex, a material favoured by 
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Robin. 

There is a small displacement 

lubricator fitted below the 

deckplate in front of the 

smokebox. Of particular note are 

the round section 

driving and coupling 

rods. 

Keith says that 

performance is best 

described as lively. It 

takes a lot of practise, 

but if you don't open 

the regulator too far (it 

needs very few 

degrees), the loco 

becomes very 

controllable, even when 

running light. You can 

throttle down to 

walking pace with the 

blower cracked open, 

and as long as you top 

up the levels in the tender 

frequently, as capacity is limited, 

the loco can be kept in steam all 

day. 

Overall length was 141/8", width 

31/8" and height 51/8". It 

weighed 5lbs. It could negotiate 

2'6" radius curves, and came with 

standard cab fittings of regulator, 

pressure and water gauges. It 
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was finished in Brick Red. 

This particular model came from 

the late Frank Howells. The list 

price in 1975 was £225, but in 

1985 it had risen to £1065, 

though it was listed by then as 

unavailable. 

The photo of this loco alongside 

the double fairlie Little Wonder is 

just for me so very evocative. 

Keith took it, but on Dave Mees' 

Wigfa & Llanrwst Light Railway, 

scenically so accurate. Dave owns 

the fairlie, built originally by 

Stewart Browne (Archangel). It is 

fair to say that Dave has had to 

apply his skills to get it to run 

well, but as a shot does it get any 

better? 
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A tale of two 

Pooters 
Derek writes: 

I will start by pointing out that 

this is an expanded 

advertisement for a locomotive 

that is now for sale.  However, it 

then continues with a write up by 

Dave Pinniger for the Sept.1984 

Model Railway Constructor, on a 

similar loco which he has kindly 

supplied and allowed to be 

printed, together with the 

photographs in that part of the 

article, with Pooter on a 

turntable and also sharing the 

limelight with his updated 

Caledonia and a Mamod. Finally 

he has one of Pooter on the 

triangle at the AVR. Dave's 

review is classic, and explores 

everything you would be likely to 

want to know about a loco, but 

do not always get to read these 

days. 

To begin at the beginning, the 

late Dick Carter was a personal 

friend of Jack Wheldon, and had 

ordered one of his Pooter class of 

locos. He then received a 

typewritten standard letter from 

Jack telling him that production 

had been transferred to 

Roundhouse Engineering Ltd., 

below which Jack added a 

handwritten and more personal 

explanation for the situation. 

Both are within this piece for 
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your interest, and come with the 

model as well as RH running 

instructions and their guide to 

spirit firing. RH Pooter production 

started in 1984, so the model for 

sale and the one Dave P reviewed 

are obviously of the very same 

era. 

The name Sir Henry was a mark 

of respect to a very much loved 

family dog. Dick's son Rob is 

offering the loco. He does not 

share his late father's love of live 

steam railways, and with two 

daughters he feels that the time 

has come for the loco to find an 

appreciative home, which could 

be you? 

I must point out from the very 

beginning that the sale loco is 

45mm gauge. It took until the 

Mark 3 version for dual gauge to 

be offered. However, whilst this 

may rule many out of being 

interested in the sale, I think it 

also ushers in a rare opportunity 

for those of you in 45mm gauge 

to buy a significant and popular 

loco which there are surely not 

too many of? I have attached 

some photos of the Pooter, but 

have more 

available for 

anyone 

seriously 

interested. 

Dick's son Rob 

reckons that the 

loco has only 

steamed four or 

five times in its 

life as his father 

tended to run 

either electric 

or his Mamod 

on his garden 

line, which was actually dual 

gauge. 

Now to whet your appetite you 

can read on with Dave Pinniger's 

excellent test write-up.  

LIVE STEAM REVIEW 

Charles Pooter is the new engine 

which now heads the range of 

16mm scale narrow gauge steam 

locomotives produced by 

Roundhouse Engineering. Before 

embarking on a description of the 

model and an assessment of its 

performance, it is worthwhile 

delving into the ancestry of the 

Roundhouse 'Pooter'. The 

original model was designed and 

built by Jack Wheldon and could 

claim a distant relationship to an 

Archangel 'Brick'. Jack's aim was 

to produce a reliable, powerful 

and well-behaved pot boiler 

which did not incinerate the 

surrounding countryside or 

impart third-degree burns to its 

owner! 'Pooter' was the eventual 

result and Jack's article in the 

series 'A Buyer's Guide to 

Steam' (Model Railways, Sept. 

1981) gives a detailed account of 

the history, construction and 

performance of the 'Burbage 

Pooters'. 

There is a world of difference 

between producing one-off 

locomotives and organising the 

construction of a production run 

of engines, and in the past this 

caused delays and frustration. 

Happily 'Pooter' is again in 

production, this time by 

Roundhouse at Doncaster. 

Although the basic engine design 

is Jack Wheldon's, Roger Loxley 

has incorporated a number of his 

own ideas and modifications to 



 

P A G E  3 1  I S S U E  2 4  N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

 

simplify production and improve 

performance. The Charles Pooter 

which was passed to me for 

testing was the first off the 

Roundhouse production line and 

had only been steamed on the 

bench before painting and 

assembly. 

 

Description 

'Pooter' is an outside-framed four

-coupled side tank with a meths-

fired pot boiler. There are two 

9/16" bore gunmetal outside 

cylinders with slide valves, and 

the engine can be reversed from 

the cab by means of a lever 

which operates Hackworth valve 

gear. The engine is fitted with a 

large capacity displacement 

lubricator, and a pressure gauge 

and vacuum tap (for filling the 

boiler) are fitted as standard. 

Although the engine is not 

modelled on a particular 

prototype, it has a chunky but 

pleasing and well balanced 

appearance and rather reminds 

me of a number of engines built 

for export to various parts of the 

Empire around 1900. Jack 

described 

'Pooter' as a 

contractor's 

engine but I 

think that it is 

one step up 

the social 

ladder from 

the usual run 

of quarry or 

construction 

engines. 

The model 

appears to be 

very soundly 

constructed from machined 

parts, most of which are bolted 

together and the immediate 

impression is of a properly 

engineered piece of machinery 

rather than an up-market toy or 

model. The maroon paint was as 

attractive and unblemished at the 

end of the tests as it was when 

received from the maker, and 

would seem to be pretty durable. 

Most of the people who saw 

'Pooter' while it was in my 

custody thought that the engine 

was attractive, and the only  

criticism was levelled at the 

chimney. Chimneys are very 

personal things and I must say 

that although I like the cap 

turning I would have preferred a 

chimney of slightly greater 

diameter which would have been 

more in keeping with the 

engine's chunky look. You can 

never please everybody 

(particularly railway enthusiasts!) 

so I leave readers to form their 

own opinions from the 

photographs. I should also 

mention that 'Pooter' is supplied 

with some rather attractive 

extras - cast lamps, jack and a 

bucket. 

Steam tests 

Roger Loxley had sufficient 

confidence in his engine to allow 

me to keep it for about a month, 

and this enabled me to run the 

engine much more than is usual 

for a test review. Six tests were 

conducted on my own 

Ambledown Valley line which is 

laid at ground level with Bond's 

rail chaired to wood sleepers. The 

minimum radius is 6ft. and there 

is a short gradient of about 1 in 

40 in the 20yd. circuit. A further 

two tests were carried out on 
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 Paul 

Stoolman's 

Westfield 

Light Railway 

which is a 

raised level 

line laid with 

Peco 

Streamline. 

The WLR 

main line is 

about 70yds. 

in length and 

there is a 

short 

gradient of 

about 1 in 35. 

The first test 

on the AVR 

took place on 

a gusty, cold 

and damp day in March. The 

boiler was empty when I 

collected the engine from Roger 

Loxley and so it was filled by 

unscrewing the safety valve and 

measuring in 180ml. of distilled 

water. All subsequent boiler 

refills were made via the vacuum 

tap. All moving parts and 

bearings were oiled, and the 

capacious lubricator filled with 

thick steam oil. About 60ml.of 

meths filled the between frames 

tank and the engine was placed 

on the steaming bay and the fire 

lit. The fire appeared to burn very 

evenly with no sign of flaring at 

the burners even in the gusty 

conditions. My test 'Pooter' had 

the wicks already fitted, but 

normally the engine is supplied 

with empty burners and clear 

instructions on how the wicks are 

fitted. However, this is such a 

critical operation to ensure the 

successful operation of the 

engine that I feel it would be 

better to supply the model with 

the wicks already fitted. In 

particular, newcomers to live 

steam may be put off by having 

to fiddle about with wicks in 

order to get the optimum setting. 

Proof that the wicks on the test 

'Pooter' were set correctly was 

provided with 25lbs. of steam 

showing on the pressure gauge 

eight minutes after lighting up. 

The vacuum tap was opened 

briefly to blow off excess water 

and the pressure was back to 

50lb. after another two minutes. 

The engine was then pushed 

along the track for about 6 

yeards with the regulator opened 

to clear the cylinders of 

condensed water, and after a 

little initial priming the engine 

ran two circuits light to warm up. 

Then came the moment of truth! 

The regulator was shut, and the 

reversing lever shifted so that, 

when the regulator was cracked  

open 'Pooter' trundled sedately 

off backwards towards the 

waiting train. The safety valve 

was gently lifting at 45-50lb. as 

the 14 axle train of five wooden 

four-wheelers and a wooden 

bogie brake were coupled on. 

'Pooter' was put into forward 

gear and the train moved off 

gently with no tendency to 

gallop. Once on the main line, the 

regulator was adjusted so that 

the train was moving at about 20 

mph (scale) and 'Pooter' was left 

to get on with it. With an 

occasional injection of meths to 

top up the tank the train ran, and 

ran, and ran! Steadily up the 

bank to Woody End, a slight 

acceleration down the hill 

apparently effortlessly 

maintaining 45lb pressure and 

well within 'Pooter's' capacity. 

After 35 minutes the engine 

slowed and the pressure 

suddenly started to drop 
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 indicating that the boiler was 

very low on water. A short, sharp 

puff down the top of the boiler 

put out the fire and the train was 

propelled back to Bishops Amble. 

The boiler was refilled through 

the vacuum tap and the engine 

oiled up for another run. When I 

totted up the distance that 

'Pooter' had travelled, I found 

that the train had done 60 

circuits which is about 1/4 of a 

mile or 15 scale miles, a very 

impressive performance from a 

small boiler. 

Considering the newness of the 

engine and the fact that I had 

never run it before, it was a very 

promising start. The only points I 

could find to criticise at this stage 

were minor and easily corrected. 

The pressure gauge on the test 

loco was on the backhead, right 

at the front of the cab, and whilst 

this might be the correct 

prototypical position, it is 

downright inconvenient. Unless 

you have a line with 5ft 6in 

elevation you have to lie on the 

ground to see it. However, 

Roundhouse assure me that all 

subsequent 'Pooters' will have 

their gauges in a more visible 

position and should not cause 

slipped discs. My other 

suggestion for a minor 

modification is to the lubricator 

drain screw, as it is not drilled 

with a drain hole and thus has to 

be completely unscrewed.. I find 

a drain cock or a drilled screw 

much more convenient and less 

likely to get lost. 

Although I was not impressed 

with the rather unprototypical 

appearance of the reversing lever 

I found that it was very easy to 

operate, even on a ground level 

line, mainly because the simple 

spring loaded lever has very 

positive forward and reverse 

notches. The gear cannot be 

'notched up' as with more 

complex arrangements (eg the 

Walschaerts on the Merlin 

Hunslet) but the engine seems to 

make very good use of steam and 

the design and setting of the 

Roundhouse slide valves must be 

very efficient. After a short while 

I became sufficiently proficient at 

operating the reverse and 

regulator to indulge in some 

involved shunting. I am not an 

enthusiast of radio control and 

thoroughly enjoyed the feeling of 

driving the engine, but 

Roundhouse does offer a version 

of the 'Pooter' with 2-channel 

radio control. 

For the next run on the AVR we 

decided to give 'Pooter' more of 

a load to pull, and assembled a 

train of 38 axles, 13 four-

wheelers and three bogie 

coaches. Those readers in the 

16mm Association will know that 

I don't go in for lightweight or 

puny stock like slate wagons and 

although they were free running, 

most of the train was wooden 

bodied and heavy. Steam was 

raised in seven minutes, and after 

blowing off excess water, 'Pooter' 

was again given two circuits light 

engine to warm up. When 

starting this much heavier train I 

found it was necessary to open 

the regulator wide to get it 

moving, and once it was rolling 

the regulator could be shut back 

to maintain a steady 20mph 

(scale). 'Pooter' was obviously 

having to work harder with 16 

vehicles in tow and this produced 

a more audible chuff, particularly 

on the bank. 

The gradient presented no 

problems, and although the train 

slowed to about 10mph, the 

engine pulled steadily and 

smoothly and did not gallop 

down the other side. The meths 

level was kept topped up until 

after 30 minutes running the 

water level was obviously low 

and the fire was extinguished. 

the 1/2 mile duration of run with 

the heavier train was shorter, 

probably due to the increased 

regulator setting needed to cope 

with the weight of the train, but 

it is still a very creditable 

performance and a tribute to the 

balance of the fire, boiler and 

cylinders. The ability of the large 

cylinders to give very slow, 

steady running on a heavy train 

produced a number of very 

favourable comments from 

visitors who saw the engine while 

it was on the AVR. The only 

drawback is that engines with big 

cylinders produce an exhaust of 

low velocity, which to you and 

me means that they don't 

produce a decent chuff except 

when working hard on a heavy 

train. That is the price to pay for 

efficiency. 

For the next two tests we went to 

Paul Stoolman's WLR, and having 

seen the potential of 'Pooter's' 

strength we decided to see what 

the loco could really pull. The 

weather was again dull, chilly and 

windy, and steam was raised in 

nine minutes. After one 70yd 



P A G E  3 4  I S S U E  2 4  N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

 

 circuit  to warm up, 'Pooter' was 

coupled onto five bogie coaches 

and 11 four-wheelers - a total of 

42 axles. A good tweak on the 

regulator got the train rolling, and 

then haulage was strong and 

steady, even at slow speeds. 

However, on the bank 'Pooter' lost 

grip and started slipping. More 

regulator got the train up to the 

summit and once over the top the 

slipping stopped. This enormous 

train was obviously near the limit 

for 'Pooter', and as I had no 

instructions from Roundhouse to 

test the loco to destruction, I did 

not pursue any more maximum 

haulage tests. After we reduced 

the train to 42 axles, 'Pooter' 

settled down to an amiable trundle 

round the WLR, and again 

impressed us with its slow, even 

speed. I then realised that, apart 

from shunting, all the running thus 

far had been chimney first, so after 

a boiler refill a further run on a 10 

vehicle train was made. The loco 

ran a number of circuits bunker 

first and well by most standards, 

though noticeably not as smooth 

at slow speeds as when in chimney 

first mode. This may well have 

been because the engine was 

more 'run in' in 

forward mode, or that 

the valves had a slight 

beneficial bias in this 

direction. 

The final runs were 

made back on the AVR 

under the careful 

scrutiny of a number 

of 16mm Narrow 

Gauge Association 

members (and the 

editor of MRC). 

Although Gaffer 

Rowlands nine year old Archangel 

Brick 'Lucy' got the long service 

award, there is no doubt that 

'Pooter' stole the show by a display 

of very smooth and responsive 

haulage rounded off with a run of 

45 minutes duration on a light 

train. A couple of times, a heavy 

hand on the throttle showed that, 

although I have been extolling the 

virtues of 'Pooter's' slow speed 

running, the engine has a fair turn 

of wheel for those of you who like 

Formula One live steam!  

In summary, I can thoroughly 

recommend 'Pooter', not only to 

the hardened 16mm enthusiast, 

but also the absolute beginner to 

live steam. I reckon the test loco 

covered nearly four actual miles in 

the month when it ran on the AVR 

and WLR, with absolutely minimal 

fuss and bother. 

The engine is not only reliable, but 

fun to drive and the nicest thing I 

can say about 'Pooter' is that I was 

very sorry when I had to send the 

engine back to Doncaster. 

Facts and figures 

'Charles Pooter' 0-4-0T, meths 

fired pot boiler. 

Built by Roundhouse Engineering, 

Doncaster. 

Weight 5lb, length 10 1/2in, height 

6 in, width 5 in. 

Cylinders 9/16in. bore, 5/8in. 

stroke. 

Working pressure 45-50 lb. 

Boiler capacity (working) 180ml. 

Meths tank 60 ml. 

Price £400. 

Model available for either 32mm 

or 45mm gauge track. 

Two channel radio control for 

regulator and reverse an optional 

extra. Any nameplate supplied to 

order. 

Derek finishes: Plus One. There's 

often a plus one, and of course we 

have been advertising a 32mm 

gauge Mk.1 Pooter in the last two 

TBM's. It has had very little use, is 

radio controlled with uprated 

2.4Ghz. Now you are spoilt with 

one for each gauge. Contact me 

about either. 
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MORE MIKE 

CHANEY 

PHOTOS 
Derek writes: With kind 

permission of Phyllis Chaney, and 

the help of her daughter Anna 

Funnell, I now have quite a 

few photos of Mike's locos 

in various stages of 

construction, and will 

share a few at various 

times. 

Mike is photographed at a 

Show at The King Edward VI 

Grammar School, proudly helped 

by his grandson Jack, then three 

years old. Jack is now 15 and a 

pupil at the same establishment. 

You can see one of the Shays, still 

in brass but complete, as well as 



For Peat’s sake!  

Martin Haywood writes: 

Moles have invaded the garden 

this autumn, their hills provid-

ing plenty of refined spoil. 

Shovelling this all into a border 

with a length of flexi-track bur-

ied near the top, the rails were 

swept over carefully so the 

sleepers are not visible. A pair 

of ‘lollipop stick’ peat wagons 

lugged by a Saltford Models 

Lister up and down this tram-

way distracted the operator 

from the blemished lawn at 

least for a short while.  
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 a close up of the detail of the 

steam motor, and the rear truck 

showing the gear and suspension 

detail. Finally, Mike appears to 

have also built at least one of 

these beautiful wooden cabbed 

Shays. Does anyone have it, or 

know of its whereabouts? 
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THE 

"OTHER" 

ARCHANGEL 

BALDWIN 

Derek writes: 

Keith Skillicorn started this ball 

rolling, by circulating some 

photos taken by Paul Butler at a 

York Model Engineering meeting 

recently. You can see the Baldwin 

here on their raised track in 

steam. It was bought new by 

Barry Milner's ex wife for him, 

and he now cannot remember 

the date as it was a long time 

ago. It is generally accepted that 

Stewart only made two of these 

particular locos. The one lived in 

High Wycombe on his own line 

for a long time, being 

demonstrated to all and sundry. I 

saw it there (DW) on my one and 

only visit. Dave Pinniger has 

supplied the photo of it in red at 

a much earlier time in its life. 

At the Stoneleigh Show in 2009, a 

gentleman came to the heritage 

layout and display, asking if we 

knew that a trader had 

a coal fired Archangel 

Baldwin for sale on his 

stand. Dave Lemar 

immediately set off, 

and came back having 

bought the loco on the 

spot. It happened that 

Stewart Browne had 

joined us at the Show, 

and you can see him 

very wistfully admiring 

the loco in another 

photo from Dave 

Pinniger. Dave says 

that the loco was in a 

pretty run down 

condition at the time of 

purchase, with parts 

either missing or 

replaced, and the trader knew 

nothing of the history other than 

it having come from someone in 

Brixham. Once home and after 

some restoration he tried 

running it on coal, but soon 

found that it was "fussy" and 

hard to get any depth to the fire. 

Little and often seemed the only 

way to get it to work. This was 

due to the rear axle getting in the 

way of the grate, and with inside 

frames the firebox extended over 

them making it difficult to clear. 

Dave knew of Barry, and 

corresponded with him, to find 

that Barry had soon made the 

decision to convert his to meths 

firing, which afterwards has 

meant that the loco has always 

performed well. Dave considered 

doing the same, but then instead 

moved the Baldwin on to John 

Brittain who has finally mastered 

it in its original condition. 

My thanks also go to Richard 

Cable, who was steaming with 

Barry recently and double 

checked the details. 
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Notes from 

Colorado –

Jack 

Wheldon 
by Marc Horovitz 

Photos by the author 

Jack Wheldon is a name well 

known to everyone who has been 

involved in 16mm scale for any 

length of time. He is probably 

best known for the creation of his 

Pooter-class locomotives and the 

efficient firebox he developed for 

them and other pot-boilered 

locomotives. Jack also wrote 

numerous magazine articles on 

miniature steam locomotives in 

the model-railway press of the 

day, and his work did much to 

advance both the small-scale live 

steam hobby and 16mm 

modelling. 

1. This photo of Jack Wheldon, taken by Peter Dobson in 1978, is 

entitled “Portrait of a craftsman — in words and metal.” On the 

back of the print, Dave Rowlands writes that Jack “…was lying 

alongside Dave Rowlands’ AVR, tipping his cigarette ash into the 

open wagons of a train that passed by every two minutes or so!” 

2a.-2b. Jack frequently decorated the outsides of envelopes to 

encourage their speedy delivery. 
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I first learned of Jack in 1982 

through his series “Buyer’s Guide 

to Steam” in Model Railways 

magazine (later in Model Railway 

Constructor). At that time, I was 

writing a column on small-scale 

steam for Live Steam magazine 

in the States. I wrote to Jack, 

introducing myself, saying that 

I’d mention his series in my 

column, and also inquiring about 

his Pooter engines. That began a 

long, in depth, and immensely 

enjoyable correspondence that 

lasted until the time of his 

premature passing in 1988. 

Over time, we became friends 

and I had the pleasure of visiting 

him and his wife Jo several times 

at their home in Burbage. On 

one memorable occasion, he and 

Jo even put up my whole family 

— including my wife Barb and 

our two young daughters — at 

their home when we visited the 

UK. It was great fun. 

3. Beyer Garratts were a favourite subject. Here’s one from early in 1984. 

4. In this one, Jack is comparing the size of a Garratt to a small saddle-tanker. 

2c Flying Baldwin? 



 

P A G E  4 0  I S S U E  2 4  N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

 

 

Jack’s Border Counties Railway, 

built in his back garden, was a 

revelation to me. The line had an 

ambiance that I have yet to 

experience in any other garden 

railway. In one respect, the line 

seemed fairly roughly built. It was 

raised and it was long — a scale 

mile in 16mm scale. The railway 

was built for steam operation 

and it served quite well. The 

track was mostly hand-laid with 

Bonds rail and chairs, though I’m 

told there was a mix of anything 

else that Jack could find in there 

as well. Despite its rough 

appearance, though, the 

track was well done and 

trains travelled smoothly. 

 

A prolific writer, Jack 

produced letters that often 

ran to several pages. They 

were inspiring, educating, and 

elucidating. They were either 

neatly typed on standard typing 

paper, or handwritten on 

something like onionskin. His 

handwriting was difficult 

to decipher at the best of 

times, but almost 

impossible when he wrote 

on both sides of the nearly 

transparent onionskin 

paper! 

 

He was also an artist of 

some talent. In the 16mm 

crowd, he is probably best 

known for his charming 

scraperboard work on garden-

railway topics. Scraperboard is an 

interesting but not well-known 

technique, where a specially 

prepared clay-coated board is 

covered in India ink. Lines are 

then scratched into it, revealing 

the white clay undersurface. 

Some of Jack’s scraperboard 

work was used on Stewart 

Browne’s Archangel packaging. 

Jack also illustrated a children’s 

story by Dave Rowlands, called 

Lupin’s Night Out. Dave made a 

very few copies of this appealing 

volume shortly after Jack’s death, 

which were given to friends. The 

story concerns a garden railway 

owned by a Mr. Pinn (do we 

know anyone with a similar 

name?) and the two engines that 

worked there — Lupin and Hecla. 

The plot concerns the adventures 

5. This is Jack’s concept of what a Garratt would have looked like if invent-

ed in 1840. 

6. De Winton. 

7. Jack often sketched steam-related subjects in his letters. This 

drawing shows a poker burner carried in a flue underneath the 

boiler. 



P A G E  4 1  I S S U E  2 4  N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

 

 

of two field mice, who “borrow” 

Lupin and a couple of wagons 

one night to help them collect 

cherry stones. Lupin is returned 

in the morning and all is well in 

the end. 

Jack 

also illustrated his 

letters. In almost 

every one there was 

a little sketch of 

something or other 

— an illustration of 

an idea or a drawing of 

something that interested Jack. 

They were delightful and I’ve 

included a selection of them 

10. This is a sketch of Jack’s famous Wheldon firebox for pot 

boilers, when he was explaining it to me in the early days. 

8. In this hastily drawn Christmas greeting from 1982, a narrow-

gauge train struggles through the Colorado snow. 

9a-9b. Two versions of Buffalo Furnaces were 

the only North American-style engines that 

Jack built. Here are a couple of marginal 

sketches of the engine from 1984 and 1985. 
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here for your enjoyment. All, 

except the burner and firebox are 

reproduced here at their original 

size. 

 

Jack Wheldon was a character of 

the first order. He was creative, 

generous, irreverent, and funny. 

He is sorely missed to this day by 

his friends and he made an 

enormous contribution to 16 mil. 

 

 
11. Here’s a parody of a large Mallet negoti-

ating an unrealistically tight-radius curve. 

13. To close, here’s a delightful rendering of a multitude of narrow-gauge engines with which Jack 

ended his letter in September of 1984. 

12. Jack’s sketches usually 

referred to railway matters, 

but not always. This drawing, 

done in just a few lines, de-

picts his dog Rufus chasing 

butterflies. 
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Dave Pinniger writes: 

TBM readers may 

remember that back in 

2018 I wrote a short 

piece in the very first 

TBM about this 

children’s story written 

by Dave Rowlands with 

Jack Wheldon’s 

wonderful illustrations. 

A number of people 

expressed interest in 

having a copy, but not 

enough to justify the 

cost of a short print 

run.  However, thanks 

to modern technology 

and the skills of Marc 

Horovitz, we have 

reformatted the story 

with illustrations in a 

PDF format so that 

people can download 

“Lupins Night Out” and 

print off a copy if they 

wish. 

This is on Marc Horovitz’ 

Sidestreet Bannerworks 

website at: 

http://www.sidestreet.info/

railways/Lupin%20v.3.pdf 

 

We hope you and any younger 

members of your family will 

enjoy the story as much as we 

do. 

As a footnote, now that we 

have a PDF, I am still intending 

to produce a short print run 

for those of us who still 

cherish real books on paper. If 

successful, there will a notice 

in a future TBM. 
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Follow up -  

An act of 

gross 

vandalism  
Dave Pinniger has sent 
in some follow up 
comments on Marc 
Horovitz's interesting piece 
in the last TBM (23). 

He is pretty sure the 
Archangel bogie coaches in 
Photo 4 came with Paul 
Stoolman’s Archangel L & B 

loco in the photo on the 
L&B train - they were based 
on GWR built VoR coaches. 

The two Border Countries 
coaches in the last photo 13 
were made by Archangel 

but Jack removed the end 
balconies on the green and 
white Welshpool coach. An 
early example of Heritage 
vandalism? 
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Manipuri at 

20 : a unique 

Peter Angus 

locomotive 
Pat Mason has kindly sent this 

piece in: 

As a known afficionado of geared 

engines (my collection of live 

steam engines now includes 3 

Regners, 2 Accucraft Shays, a 

Steamlines Shay, a Peter Angus 

vertical boiler Shay), in late 2011 

or early 2012, I was offered the 

chance to buy a unique live 

steam engine, 'Manipuri' the 

“Modified Garratt” aka “Climax 

Garratt” based on a mixture of 

the Darjeeling D class Garratt and 

a prototype design that was 

never built. It is Peter Angus 

Works number 101, built in April 

2001, so is now 20 years old, and 

still going strong! In outline, it 

looks like a Garratt but 

mechanically it's a Climax geared 

engine, hence the term “Climax 

Garratt”. 

Its origins are described in the 

Peter Angus book on pages 208 

and 209. As I recall, I had an 

email from Simon Whenmouth 

offering me the chance to buy it, 

and I did although I soon found it 

couldn't really operate on my 

own garden railway as the 

Mamod curves at one end were 

just too sharp. It would take Peco 

30” radius curves, but Mamod 

measure their “30 inch” curves to 

the outside rail, making the true 

radius about 29.5 inches, which is 

too tight for the bogies to turn. 

Thus, its first proper run was at a 

friend's running day, in February 

2012, I know that because I 

posted a YouTube video of that 

run at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=oNmB-XUGgGQ 

A computer crash in March 2021 

deprived me of some earlier 

email records, because the 

backups hadn't covered email to 

my dismay, but I still have 

photos, videos and recollections 

of its career since I bought it. It 

appears in several of my YouTube 

videos of running days, home and 

away, see my YouTube channel, 

https://www.youtube.com/

results?search_query=gwpmason 

One feature of its construction 

took me by surprise : given its 

size, I assumed it could pull heavy 

Underneath view, showing transmission.  

Close-up of layshaft, gears and central universal 

joints with M2 grubscrews fitted  
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loads, and in a sense it can, but a 

weak point soon appeared : the 

universal joints on the cardan 

shafts have brass centres but 

plastic outer bodies, with splines 

to prevent slipping. Under a 

heavy load, these plastics 

cracked, allowing the joints to 

slip, so after ordering one set of 

replacements, as components 

from the model boat market, I 

decided to reinforce them 

instead, by drilling and tapping 

the metal and plastic ends for 

M2 grub screws (or thin head 

hex bolts), to hold the plastic 

sleeves in place and prevent 

slippage under load. I also limit 

the size or weight of trains it 

pulls, not really a problem as 

most garden lines can't 

accommodate long trains 

anyway. The universal 

joints, being designed for 

model boat use, aren't 

really built for heavy loads, 

but adding bolts has given 

them a bit of 

reinforcement! 

I may be the second or 

third person to own it, not 

counting Anything Narrow 

Gauge. I've taken it to a 

number of group running 

days, in both the East and 

West of Scotland 16mm 

groups, and met Peter 

Angus at a few of these : having 

seen it and chatted about it, he 

then very kindly supplied items 

for the two empty screw fittings 

on top of the boiler : a bell, and a 

dummy top feed, which have 

definitely enhanced its 

appearance, it looked 

incomplete with two empty 6BA 

screw holes on top! I don't know 

if the boiler is scratch built, it's 

quite big, but the 6BA screw 

fittings on top remind me of the 

Roundhouse Fowler, and it has 

two Roundhouse Lady Anne 

cylinders on the side frames, 

driving a layshaft through 

outside cranks : from there, 

bevel gears drive cardan shafts 

to the bogies, with helical 2:1 

reduction gears to the outer 

axles, and very solid outside 

coupling rods transmit power to 

all wheels. The boiler has not 

just a Goodall valve but a clack 

valve in line, on the right hand 

“starboard” side, and the cab is 

well fitted, with a gauge glass 

and its drain cock, a water level 

overflow valve, and the 

lubricator as well as the pressure 

gauge, reversing lever and 

regulator. A very large gas tank 

fills the back of the cab, giving 

long running times, but it is a big 

boiler, taking a while to heat up, 

and 2:1 gearing means it's quite 

a thirsty engine although only 

having two cylinders, a feature 

common to geared engines! It 

has a working headlight, with a 

charging plug on top of the 

dummy water tank, the bulb is a 

grain of wheat bulb powered by 

a 4 x AA battery pack. With a 

battery pack already installed, I 

have thought of fitting radio 

control, as the engine has 

manual controls, but I'm not 

sure there would be room for 

servos in or under the cab, with 

all the fittings inside and 

underneath! So far, it hasn't got 

away from me very often, it's not 

really a racer, but there's still 

time, and I'm 50 years older than 

the engine... 

Boiler from above, showing Goodall valve, clack 

valve on boiler side, bell and blank 6BA hole  
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Derek writes: 

This particular piece arose after 
Jeff Young, who lives in Canada, 
sent in the photograph of Russell 
with the Pumpkin train, cele-
brating Thanksgiving. Okay, the 
loco is not heritage, but many 
were this style of articles back in 
the day. 

The photograph of Apis with the 
apples comes from Peter Barn-
field's collection. His widow Gin-

ny kindly loaned me Peter's al-
bum, which I have scanned as 
part preparation for an article on 
his amazing work and modelling. 
I am still looking for photos or 
memories of Peter and his 
painting, cartoons and creations - 
no matter how small so do please 
get in touch. 

There is still a lot of interest in 
the Fiji Fowler, built by Round-

house for 
Brand-
bright, and 
in fact 
plantation 
locos in 
general. In 
August 
1999 Har-
vey Wat-
kins read 
an article 
in 

'Continental Modeller' with col-
our photos by Steve Malone, on 
just such a loco named 'Coolum', 
which ran on the system at 
Moreton Mill in Queensland, 
which is a sugar producer. There 
was something about this loco 
that sent Harvey to look at his 
copy of the Fowler works cata-
logue, and yes, he was right. Eve-
ry single six wheeled Fowler loco 
drove from the cylinders to the 
centre axle, and yet the models 
he had seen thus far all drove to 
the rear one.  

Harvey decided to build a model 
that was prototypically correct 
based on 'Coolum'. He used 
Roundhouse cylinders, wheels, 
and about 75% of their valve 
gear, but had to reconfigure it 
and create certain parts 
in order for it to follow 
prototypical practice as 
close as possible. Every-
thing else he essentially 

scratchbuilt - you can see how 
well it looks from the photos. 
One of Harvey's ingenious little 
touches was to take a pipe from 
the loco exhaust, run it back 
through the loco, whence it vents 
through the dummy steam gen-
erator, giving the impression that 
it is working. 

John Sowerby bought the loco 
from Harvey when it was fin-
ished, and still has it. He reports 
that it runs as well as ever, and 
kindly supplied two of the pho-
tos, whilst Harvey sent the other 
two which are ex-works and have 
a driver in situ. It still steams su-
perbly. If you want to see how 
accurate this model is, then just 
Google in 'images of Coolum 
steam loco' and there are many. 

Harvest 

time 
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More Mamodifications? 
Derek writes: This is another lovely little locomotive from Harvey Watkins' workshop. I have looked at it a 

number of times when I have visited, and it fits well with this series. 

To begin with, if you look at the nameplates, then CMR 

is the Coleford Minimalist Railway, and 030 means it is 

the thirtieth loco he had built. He lives in Coleford. The 

inspiration comes from the little 18" gauge lines that 

used to run within some of the Railway Company work-

shops. There is no actual prototype for the loco itself, 

though it draws on those found working LNWR works, 

but the tender is a straight model of one used by the 

L&Y behind their works shunters. In view of the original 

gauge, the model is nominally to 7/8" scale.  

It was built just over 20 years ago, during the time that 

the late Alan Whitaker was a prominent trader under 

the banner of PPS Steam Models at Frome in Somerset. I personally visited him twice. Alan sold both new 

and used models, as well as a number of engineering modifications for such as the Mamod and many 

items for the hobby in general. Harvey was dealing with him, and having decided to have a bit of fun with 

a Mamod, he got some parts from PPS, such as the boiler. It is silver soldered and you can just make out 

the PPS stamping and the number 26 on the backplate. It has an uprated safety valve, and a gauge glass 

which you can make out on the footplate to the left of the boiler. You can also see the pressure gauge. 

There is also a lubricator, the top of which is disguised as the forward of the two standards. The rear one 

controls the gas tank, which together with the gas burner assembly came from Forest Classics who are 

very local to Harvey. Google them in to see their 

range. There is a dummy whistle atop the steam 

turret - this unscrews to give access to a Goodall 

valve to enable filling the boiler, and of course 

you have the gauge glass immediately alongside 

to help with this. The regulator was also made by 

Harvey, and is of the standard ball type.  

Along with the boiler from Alan came the wheels. He 

used to offer these solid machined versions, and also 

cast spoked ones, though sadly these became unavail-

able just when I ordered some! Harvey uprated the 

cylinders, and made up the gland nuts you can see. As 
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for the cylinder covers, well he 

also made those in the style of 

what was being offered by a few 

traders at that time. 

Finally, the dome and chimney 

were machined up from bits of 

scrap brass that were in the odd-

ments box at the time. The origi-

nal Mamod rotary valve in front 

of the smokebox remains, now 

purely to set direction, but you 

may see that it is now adorned 

with a small ornate ball. I like the 

finishing touch of the bucket. 

Harvey says that the loco was a 

quick build, but a lot of 

fun. 

You can see the loco run-

ning on Harvey's own line 

in one photo. The final 

picture follows on from a 

loco of Harvey's that we 

reviewed a while ago in 

TBM, and which is based 

on a Mamod stationary 

engine. This additional photo 

shows it outside to good effect, 

and it is one of the few conver-

sions that looks like a prototypi-

cal loco as opposed to hiding it in 

a tram body. So come on - where 

are all these modified Mamods, 

or memories of them? Send de-

tails in please. 
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DETECTIVE 

DEREK, LIVE 

INVESTIGATIONS  

CASE CLOSED This 

section does work (at times). 

Remember the small safety valve 

that we asked about? Well, Marc 

Horovitz came back straight away 

with the following, and also sent 

the photo, but my thanks also to 

Jeff Young for the same pointers. 

This safety valve was 

undoubtedly made by Mr. Raif 

Shirley of Burton-on-Trent. in 

1984 he was making these 

aftermarket Mamod valves and 

selling them for £6 each. I was in 

business at the time, and bought 

more than 50 of them between 

1984 and 1986. They were 

beautifully made and vastly 

improved the performance of the 

standard Mamod loco, and the 

photo shows one installed on one 

of my models at the time. 

CASE 1b Alastair was 

pleased with the help, but then 

came back with the photo of the 

axlebox you can see, and asked if 

anyone knew who made these? 

CASE CLOSED 
Remember the Cheddar Hercules 

tender that we showed, asking if 

anyone knew what the lettering 

BMCR related to? Well, an email 

from Brian Hardy in Melbourne, 

Australia came to say that, when 

he was modelling in 16mm he 

owned that loco.  

Living by a three way intersection 

with roads named Beaumaris, 

Mentone and Cheltenham, his 

railway became the BMCR. 

However, he has now moved to 

7/8ths. scale, with slightly less 

fancy lettering, and has sent this 

photo of a current train.  

CASE 2 I am happy to say 

that I get things wrong. In the last 

TBM there were photos of two 

Snowdon Rangers, with a lot of 

time between their builds - or so I 

thought! The red one, as per 

photo here, had come back from 

Australia, and was gas fired. I 

thought that it was one of a 

batch that Stewart Browne made 

in the early 2000's, and hence my 

comment about the boiler 

height. However, Dave Pinniger 

has since had the loco on his line, 

and comparison with his earlier 

model shows that the boiler is in 

the same position. Current 

thinking is that this is a meths 

fired pot boiler, converted at a 

later stage to gas. On that basis, 

do you recognise the loco or 

know if its history please? Dave P 

also sent me a photo of Dave 

Lemar's gas fired version, the one 

here 

pulling the train, and you can 

clearly see the different boiler 

height. 
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DOWN 

1. Satire confuses Romanian loco manufacturer. (6) 

2. Roy paints tram in new livery on Isle of Man Rail-
way. (4,5,4) 

3. Ale I’m shaking around for electronic message to 
the Editor. (5) 

5. Expresses disapproval of railway miscellany. (7) 

6. Chesty planner rearranged home of Fire Queen. 
(7,6) 

7. Tilers reconstruct Dursley diesel manufacturer. 
(6) 

8. 1835 Stephenson loco without the German har-
monica player. (5) 

13. US draughts piece verifies steam loco safety. (7) 

15. Pursued train cashed in error. (6) 

16. Booking office employee invented two-stroke en-
gine. (5) 

17. Sort ‘em in ascending order in Newcastle and 
Paris. (6) 

20. Giles redesigned an ejector chimney. (5) 

 
Chris and Jenny Dowlen 

ACROSS 

1. Yelp or reverse into Watercress station. 
(6) 

4. German locomotive manufacturer initial-
ly knocks out (very softly) the Spanish. 
(6) 

9. Jenny’s hoard is relocated for Talyllyn 
owner. (3,5,5) 

10. Move vet’s loo to find an answer to a 
railway problem. (2,5) 

11. Historic health workers’ union initially 
sounds like just the thing to keep the 
boiler warm. (1,1,1,1,1) 

12. To couple the wagons is a problem. (5) 

14. Employing railway volunteers in a con-
fusing way. (5) 

18. Marshy theme surrounds Kent terminus. 
(5)  

19. Carry plum bags. (7) 

21. Creatively inspire policeman and chim-
ney gauze. (5,8) 

22. Superheaters remove moisture. (6) 

23. Perils disrupt pincers. (6) 

Solution to OILY RAG CROSSWORD #22 

(republished in July/August Throwback Modeller#23) 

ACROSS 

1. Gilfach Ddu; 6. Emlyn; 7. Nantlle; 9. Forward; 10. Lines; 11. Sips; 13. Stop; 16. Irton;  

18. Tablets; 20. Gravity; 21. Alice; 22. Ingrow West. 

 

DOWN 

1. Gelert’s; 2. Linda; 3. Hunslet; 4. Dylan; 5. Leaf Spring; 7. Nods; 8. East Sussex; 12. Pannier; 14. Predict; 
15. Stay; 17. Train; 19. Blade. 



Team tram (Derek) - 3  Team L&B (Nigel) - 5 

 

TBM #24 score card 

Nigel closes, with a large editorial 

sigh of contentment I’m looking at 

the layout for this edition, I am really 

grateful to our contributors for the 

excellent content that continues to 

make Throwback such a compelling 

read.  One of my friends remarked 

that I’d ruined his morning with issue 

#23 as he’d read it cover to cover 

and not done any of the jobs he had 

planned.  I’ve not ventured into the 

workshop for over a week now, I 

know there’s four projects on the go 

up there (with my Dads words ring-

ing loud in my ears - “only tackle one 

job at a time son…”).  If you promise 

not to tell Derek I’ll confess that 

none of them are Heritage, and one 

is even Gauge One! 

We did have a great evening run re-

cently with my Harvey Watkins 0-4-0.  

I did feel a bit left out as I’d not read 

the invite and my train didn’t have 

any lights, and my photos in the dark 

were total rubbish.  However we had 

a great time.  With Christmas 

looming large I’m looking forward to 

a rest and maybe some progress 

with one (or two) of those projects.  I 

look forward to what 2022 holds and 

hopefully a few more opportunities 

to meet up, share stories and run 

some of our models.  I 

wish you and 

your families a 

peaceful 

Christmas, Nigel 

There are two upcoming Ashbashes, a local, smaller and highly recommended 

local gathering at the Ash Priors Village Hall, TA4 3NF - not far from Bishops 

Lydeard station. 10.30 - 16.30. 16mm Show Layout, trade stands, smaller gauge 

layouts, s/h stall. Saturday 26th. Feb., and Sat 2nd. April 2022. Tea and coffee 

but bring your own refreshments. 

All being well the Phurcombe Hall heritage layout will appear at the new Llangol-

len Garden Railway Show on Saturday May 14th. 2022, held in the Pavilion, Abbey 

Road, LL20 8SW.  Together with the layout we will have the heritage display, and 

would be more than happy if you care to bring along your models to show and 

run. Whilst we will have meths fired models on the display, running is restricted 

to gas and coal firing only. Traders currently number over 50, and there will be a 

variety of gauges represented among the layouts. 

The Midlands Garden Railway Show is back on March 12/13th., from 10.00 - 

16.00 both days. Held at the Warwickshire Event Centre, known by most as The 

Fosse. The 16mm modular layout for one will be there. 

The National Garden Railway Show will be held at the Peterborough Arena on 
Saturday 25th. June. 

Diary Dates  

Derek was definitely pushing his luck by sending me the photo teaser with the three GVTs on one photo, otherwise we’d 

have had a L&B whitewash.  I’m thinking team L&B need to prepare for an onslaught in #25….. Send me your Manning 

Wardle photos (please) 

 
How to contact us…. 

***  Derek Wiggins; 

Email;  

derekwiggins@btinternet.com  

Phone;  01691 654474 

 

***  Nigel Town; 

Email;  nigel.town@uwclub.net  

Phone/Text; 07551 781 583 

16mm Heritage Locomotive 

Owners and Operators 

Association  

Contact us.. 

Tail 

Lamp 

Derek writes: I am currently working on an article, largely penned by Ian himself, 

on Pearse Locomotives. I mentioned this a while ago and appealed for photo-

graphs of his locos, and thanks to those who responded. However, I am still short 

of shots of a few models, so if you can help with one or two I would be really 

grateful. We need the following:  

Genesis, Bavaria/Europa, L&M E R Calthrop (GRS version), Leeds No: 1, L&B Man-

nings (but not Lew), Switcher, Nevada, Rio Grande, W&Ll No:14, W&L Joan (do not 

confuse with the Accucraft version), and Ulysses. 


